Picayne Gulch and Placer Gulch Trail

STARTING POINT: Intersection with California Gulch Trail

FINISHING POINT: Intersection with Silverton to Animas Forks Ghost Town road

TOTAL MILEAGE: 6.2 miles

UNPAVED MILEAGE: 6.2 miles

DRIVING TIME: 1 hour

ROUTE ELEVATION: 10,500 to 13,000 feet

DIFFICULTY EATING: 4

SCENIC RATING: 8

History:

At the start of the trail, remains of the Gold Prince Tramway are visible on the face of Treasure Mountain to the left. Built in 1905, the tramway ran a mile and a half from the mine at the top of the gulch down to the angle station at Treasure Mountain and then another three-quarters of a mile to the Gold Prince Mill in Animas Forks. The tram transported 50 tons of ore each hour.  About a mile further are the concrete foundations of the Mastodon Mill, which was constructed in the mid-1880s and treated ore from both the Mastodon and the Silver Queen Mines.

The Sound Democrat Mine was discov​ered in 1899. Initially, ore had to be trans​ported to the mill constructed at the Sunnyside Mine. In 1906, the Sound Democrat Mill began operations and con​tinued until 1914. At the top of the gulch is the Gold Prince Mine, which had been known previously as the Sunnyside Extension and the Mountain

Pride. Nearby is the concrete foundation of the boardinghouse that housed 150 miners. Beside it is the tram tower used to unload sup​plies for the boardinghouse. The Gold Prince was discovered in 1874 and worked the same veins as the Sunnyside Mine located less than a mile to the southwest on the other side of Hanson Peak. Rasmus Hanson built the Hanson Mill in 1889 to process the ore. The mine was still being worked in the 1950s.

In the early 1900s, Treasure Mountain Gold Mining Company built the cluster of buildings you drive past in Picayne Gulch, which include a substantial boardinghouse. This mining company consolidated and worked some thirty claims in the area including the Golden Fleece, Scotia, and San Juan Queen. The tunnel near the build​ings is the Santiago Tunnel, built in 1937.

Description

From the start of this route, the road imme​diately crosses the West Fork of the Animas River. The road continues into the gulch and travels above Placer Creek. The scenery in the gulch is treeless alpine tundra. The beauty of the open countryside is enhanced in the early summer by massive displays of wild​flowers. Placer Gulch still holds much evi​dence of the mines, mills, and tramways that turned it into a hive of activity long ago.

The road to the Gold Prince Mine at the top of the gulch is the easier part of the trail and would only rate a 3 for difficulty. From the Gold Prince, the road switchbacks up to the ridge and crosses into Picayne Gulch. This segment is fairly steep but is quite wide; there are plenty of opportunities to pass oncoming vehicles. Once into Picayne Gulch you travel through broad, open meadows where flocks of sheep are left to graze in the summer. This section of road is cleared by snowplow at the start of the season and can be quite muddy when wet.

The road re-enters the forest and passes the cluster of buildings constructed by the Treasure Mountain Gold Mining Company.   These include a substantial boardinghouse that had an adjoining bathroom with bath, toilet, and hot and cold running water. The bathroom was connected to the boarding house by an enclosed corridor.

The last section of the route is a narrow shelf road that descends to intersect with the Silverton to Animas Forks road. Passing opportunities are limited on this short section, but the surface is sound and it is not very difficult.
