Maggie Gulch Trail

STARTING POINT: Intersection of Southwest #6:Silverton to Animas Forks Ghost Town road and FR 588 at the town site of Middleton

FINISHING POINT: Intersection Mill

TOTAL MILEAGE: 4.1 miles (one-way)

UNPAVED MILEAGE: 4.1 miles

DRIVING TIME: 1 hour

ROUTE ELEVATION: 9,800 to 11,900 feet

DIFFICULTY RATING: 3

SCENIC RATING: 8

Special Attractions

· Varied, easy and scenic side road.

· Numerous mining remains.

History:

At the beginning of this trail is the town site of Middleton. The town was named for Middle Mountain, which in turn got its name because it was located midway between Howardsville and Eureka. There were as many as a hundred claims being worked in the area in the 1 890s. The town was formed in 1894, the year after the first mine was discovered. The town never amounted to much and many of the resi​dents relocated to Howardsville or Eureka.

Maggie Gulch still contains plenty of evi​dence of early mining activity. The struc​tures from the Ridgeway tramway were used to bring ore from the Ridgeway Mine located some 2,000 feet higher. It carried the ore nearly a mile to the floor of the gulch for carting to the railroad. Further along, above and to the left of the road, is the Little Maud Mine, which was worked from the 1890s with intermit​tent success. The washed out road that crosses Maggie Creek leads to the Empire Mine, a product of mining activity in recent times.  The Intersection Mine and Mill date back to around 1900. Much of the mill machinery is still located at the site. The mines above this site, along the hiking trail, were also part of this operation.

Description:

This trail starts at the town site of Middleton. Nothing remains today but a new public toilet is located at the site. The road forks almost immediately and you bear left up a straightforward shelf road, switch backing up the mountain. The right-hand fork is a short road that leads to several backcountry camping spots.

As the road climbs, it affords a good view along the gulch. You travel along a fairly wide shelf that is lined with pine and aspen. At this stage, the route is easy with a smooth, sound surface and adequate places to pass any oncoming vehicles.  After less than a mile, you have climbed almost 1,000 feet and the scenery changes dramatically as you emerge above the timberline to cross an expansive talus slope. The aspen in the gulch below provide a particularly scenic view in the fall. The Ridgeway Mine tram is also evident in the valley.

The route then crosses a short, narrow section of shelf road as you pass a scenic waterfall at the top of the gulch. The scenery changes again as you enter a broad alpine basin and proceed along the last stage of the journey ending at the Intersection Mill. There are extensive ruins of the mill and its machinery, which operated in the early l900s. At this point, the road contracts to a hiking trail, which continues to the Continental Divide, crossing it about three-quarters of a mile northeast of Stony Pass.
