Corkscrew Gulch Trail

STARTING POINT: Intersection of US 550 and FR 886

FINISHING POINT: Intersection with Southwest #14: Silverton to Lake Como Trail

TOTAL MILEAGE: 4.8 miles

UNPAVED MILEAGE: 4.8 miles

DRIVING TIME: 1/2 hour

ROUTE ELEVATION: 9,800 to 12,600 feet

DIFFICULTY RATING: 4

SCENIC RATING: 9

Special Attractions:

•
Exceptional scenery, with panoramic views of the Red Mountain Peaks and the more distant mountains both west and east of the trail.

•
Provides access to a large network of 4WD trails.

History:

This route commences near the town site of fronton, which was located at the southern end of the old tailings pond. The town was formed in 1883 as a tent colony following the mining craze around Red Mountain four years earlier. Ironton developed into a somewhat refined town. Some merchants of the better stores in Ouray and Silverton opened branches in Ironton. Ironton served as the residential center for workers in the nearby mines, such as the Yankee Girl and the Guston.

The town also served as an important stage and supply center for the region. Wagons arrived at regular intervals, and ore wagons headed out from the city continu​ously. When Otto Mears opened the Rainbow Route, extending his railroad from Silverton, over Red Mountain Pass, through to Ironton in 1889, the town had a grand welcoming celebration.

Prospectors found gold in nearby moun​tains, which helped create another rush. New mine shafts were drilled deeper into the mountains. The digging of deep mine shafts resulted in the discovery of under​ground water; unfortunately, the water was found to contain deadly sulfuric acid, which often ate through machinery, mak​ing equipment maintenance a constant and expensive endeavor.

The modest success of the gold mines was not sufficient for the town to ward off the impact of the silver crash of 1893, and most of fronton’s residents moved on to other areas. A few hardy residents remained until the early 1930s. Some old buildings are left in the area.

Description:

This route is moderately difficult to drive because some sections of the road are rough, steep, and narrow, and there are several sharp switchbacks to negotiate. However, other than locating the start of the trail, which is unmarked, naviga​tion is straightforward.

The route commences at the Idarado Mine tailing pond on US 550. Initially the road, which is unmarked but designated FR 886, travels through the forest as it starts the ascent into Cork​screw Gulch. Sections of the road surface are clay and become very boggy in wet conditions. After you cross a couple of shallow creeks, you encounter several switchbacks as the road climbs out of the gulch.  Once above timberline, you have a panoramic view of adjoining mountains and valleys, including the three Red Mountains. As the road starts to descend, you re-enter the forest. From the turnoff to Gray Copper Gulch, the road is quite steep immediately prior to coming to an end at the intersection with Southwest #14.
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