Minnie Gulch Trail

STARTING POINT: Intersection with Southwest #6: Silverton to Animas Forks Ghost Town road and FR 587

FINISHING POINT: Kittimac Mine

TOTAL MILEAGE: 3.9 miles (one-way)

UNPAVED MILEAGE: 3.9 miles

DRIVING TIME: 1 hour

ROUTE ELEVATION: 9,800 to 11,800 feet

DIFFICULTY RATING: 4

SCENIC RATING: 8

Special Attractions:

• Historic mining district with many, well-preserved buildings.

• Moderately difficult trail with good scenery.

History:

The Caledonia Mine was discovered in 1872 and the Caledonia Mill was built in the early

1900s to treat ore produced at the Caledonia Mine located 1,200 feet higher, half a mile northeast. The stone foundations of the mill are clearly visible stretching up the hillside. The remains of the tram that brought ore down to the mill are also visible above the mill. Shortly past the mill are the remains of three buildings. On the right-hand side of the road is the mill superintendent’s house and on the left, the larger building is the boardinghouse for the mill workers. Both these buildings are well preserved.

Near the end of this trail is the Kittimac Mine, which may have been part of the same discovery as the Caledonia Mine in 1872. A tramway was constructed around

1900 to carry ore from the mine to the new Kittimac Mill built beside the Silverton Northern Railroad tracks next to the Animas River. The tramway was nearly two miles long and descended nearly 2,000 feet.  The Esmerelda Mine operated at its peak in the early 1900s and continued to operate for many years. Its longevity was due to the pro​duction of high assays of both silver and gold.

Description:

This route heads east from Southwest #6: Silverton to Animas Forks Ghost Town road, initially traveling through the forest beside Minnie Creek. A little over a mile from the start is the site of the Caledonia Mill on the left, across Minnie Creek. Continuing along the route you come to a fork in the road; both legs of this fork are included in this route. The left-hand fork is explored first. This road switchbacks up the mountain and although it is narrow, the sur​face is sound. You pass a tram support for the Kittimac Mine tram that transported to the Kittimac Mill located on the Animas River, just south of the start of this 4WD trail.

Farther along is the Caledonia Mine boardinghouse and stables. The boarding​house is leaning at a precarious angle, only saved from collapse by the supports that have been put in place. The road continues to the Caledonia and Kittimac mines. As it does, it gets narrower and steeper. Turn at an appropriate place and head back down to the fork in the road to explore the other leg, which leads to the Esmerelda Mine.

Once on the right-hand fork, the road heads farther up Minnie Gulch traveling above the creek. It passes two cabins, a waterfall from a side creek, and another cabin with a stone foundation—all on the left side of the road. The road gets more difficult as you travel along this last section, so turn whenever you think conditions warrant and return to the beginning of the trail.  The difficulty rating for this trail reflect conditions at the upper reaches of both forks. The earlier stages are quite easy. The vane scenery and the numerous mining remain make this short trail well worth doing.

